
THE ASK
I CAN  – the only Autistic-led and run group mentoring service with a
presence in 275 Victorian state schools – is seeking $10.15 million over
four years to make an I CAN mentor available to every Victorian Autistic
government school student and help prevent thousands of Autistic
students disengaging from education.
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The investment will directly create
including                 for

young Autistic Victorians.

With this support, I CAN will provide 
              mentoring program places
for              Autistic students across 
         government school I CAN programs.

           per cent of children aged between five and 14 are Autistic. Without successful
interventions, these children risk missing out on living independent fulfilled lives,
building careers, paying tax and contributing to society.

CURRENT
VICTORIAN
POLICY SETTINGS

I CAN’s Autistic-led model is proven to work.
Our programs – delivered in partnership with
the Victorian Department of Education –
have been rigorously evaluated and are
proved to be effective and scalable.

THE APPROACH

THE COSTS OF AUTISM
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The total annual economic cost of autism
nationally is estimated at between $8.1
billion and $11.2 billion.

About 36% of the costs of autism are
attributable to lost employment for Autistic
people and their family members.

4.3% per cent of children aged between
five and 14 are Autistic. 

Autistic people are more vulnerable to
mental ill-health. 

Evidence shows that the I CAN program significantly increases Autistic students’ social connection
by 25%, builds positive Autistic identity by 16% and boosts confidence and engagement by 14%.

icannetwork.online/ican-plan-for-public-education/

$2.2 billionVictoria has invested                           into Disability Inclusion in

Foundational Supports which is inclusive of a                              
Victorian government schools and                           into$2.4 billion

$514 million
investment in the Thriving Kids Victoria program.

4.3%



WHAT’S 
DIFFERENT ABOUT I CAN

More than 60%

AUTISM AND EDUCATION
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More than 75% More than 10,000
More than 60 per cent of
Autistic Victorian adults
have not completed
Year 12 or equivalent.

More than 75% of
Autistic Victorian adults
have not completed
post-secondary
education.

Tens of thousands of
Victoria’s students are
Autistic. Without support,
we risk them missing out
on living independent
fulfilled lives, building
careers, paying tax and
contributing to society.

I CAN is a global pioneer in
education and autism. 
I CAN is an entirely Autistic-led and run group-
mentoring service. Nowhere in the world has a
similar program available to public schools. 

I CAN operates in 275 of 1554
Victorian public schools.
In Victoria, I CAN mentoring for Autistic and
Neurodivergent students has proven effective in
improving self-esteem, mental health and wellbeing.

Changes to the NDIS mean many Autistic students will have their plan budgets reduced
or come off the NDIS entirely, putting further strain on State Government services.

WHY NOW

Every delay in providing mentoring to Autistic students sees costs mount, lives
impeded and more students disengaging from education. 

I CAN’s inexpensive programs (which are aligned with Foundational Supports) provide
peer support and capacity building so Autistic students can develop the self-
determination and resilience to finish school.

icannetwork.online/ican-plan-for-public-education/

chris@icannetwork.com.au

THE I CAN PLAN FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

Contact chris@icannetwork.com.au or on 0432 405 384.


